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WHITING, David Spencer 
 

Private, 1982 
5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Friday 1st October 1915 
Died from his Wounds 
Cemetery: Embarkation Pier Cemetery, 
Turkey 
Theatre of war: Balkans 
Aged 23 
 
David Spencer Whiting, or Spencer as he was known, was born on 20th May 1892 
and baptised at St Mary’s Church, Haverhill on 15th January 1897.  He was the 
youngest son of Frederick Whiting and Sarah, nee Backler. 
 
Twelve children were born to Frederick and Sarah but only six survived infancy.  At 
the time of Spencer’s birth the family was living at 9 Duddery Road, Haverhill.  His 
father worked as a cloth cutter in a factory and his mother was a machinist, probably 
both employed by Messrs D. Gurteen & Son at Chauntry Mills. 
 
Spencer was well known locally as at one time he was a purveyor of fish, delivering it 
by bicycle several days each week around the neighbouring villages.  He also played 
football for Haverhill Rovers F.C. and was said to be a very smart forward with the 
Reserves. He was also frequently called upon to play for the Senior Eleven. 
 
In 1911, when aged 19 years, Spencer was staying with his sister Annie and her 
husband, Harry Taylor, at 9 Bomore Road, Kensington, London and working as an 
attendant.  Spencer was to meet a Haverhill girl, Ellen Ambrose, and in the autumn 
of 1914 they were married at Colchester. 
 
At the outbreak of the First World War. Spencer, a member of the local Territorial 
Forces, was called up as Private No.1982 of the 5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment.  The 
Battalion trained, sometimes locally, then on 29th July 1915 they departed by train for 
Liverpool.  The Battalion of over a thousand men embarked on H.M.T. Aquitania for 
Gallipoli.   
 
They landed at A beach at Suvla Bay, on the Gallipoli Peninsula, and although they 
quickly established a position some three-quarters of a mile from the shore they 
were unable to advance further.  The conditions were most hostile.  Besides being 
subjected to persistent sniping and desultory artillery fire there was a great shortage 
of water and lack of shelter from the powerful rays of the sun.  The Battalion had only 
43 fit men remaining when they were evacuated after four months and had suffered 
horrendous casualties. 
 
One casualty was Spencer, whose serious wounds were noted in the battalion war 
diaries for 29th - 30th September 1915. They tell us that ‘During the hours of 18:30 
and 19:30 on 29th inst. the Adjt (Major Lawrence), Capt. Dennis and 2nd Lt. Kilner 
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went out and collected from among unburied bodies of original landing force, 35 
rifles. Casualties for 24 hours ending 19:00 today (30th) 3 wounded 1 seriously Pte 
Whiting. Sent to hospital 1 officer and 6 other ranks.’ 
 
A letter from Spencer’s friend Pte Edward Honeyball, who was also injured in the 
same incident was published in the South-West Suffolk Echo on 30th October 1915:  

 

‘I am in hospital wounded. I am feeling well in myself, my wounds are 
doing well, and there is nothing to worry about. I will tell you how it 
happened. S. Whiting of Haverhill and myself were sitting in a dug-out 
about ten yards behind the fire trench having our tea, when one of the 
Turks bombs dropped right in our dug-out, a piece going through my 
thigh, and other pieces hitting my wrist and shoulder. The two last 
named are nearly well and the thigh is doing well. I am sorry to say I 
think my chum S Whiting (Spencer) died in the night. I heard them say 
it was a hopeless case, and I heard he died.’ 

 
 
Spencer died from his wounds on the 1st October 1915. A few months later 
Spencer's father received a letter from a Lieutenant explaining the circumstances of 
his death:  

 

"My first letter has apparently not reached you, and must have got lost 
on the way. I knew your son very well as he was my regimental scout , 
when I was in charge of that section, and I can tell you he was the best 
scout that I had, and always very reliable and willing. He was well liked 
by his comrades and much esteemed by the officers, and personally I 
was very fond of him and I regretted his loss. I found out details from 
the officer and NCO's who were on the spot; it was on 30th September 
last year and the company had been holding a certain trench. Pte 
Whiting had been washing quite a lot, taking advantage to do so as 
there was sometimes a shortage of water, and he remarked he must 
be the cleanest member of the regiment. He was under cover with 
some mates reading the papers which had just been distributed from 
headquarters, when a Turkish shell exploded near the dug-out. Pte 
Whiting was badly struck in the legs, his left leg being much injured, 
and was attended to at once by the medical officer who gave him 
morphia. He was most plucky about it, and as he was borne away on a 
stretcher he called to one of the regiment, "Goodbye Quartermaster, I'll 
see you all soon." At the hospital it was found necessary to amputate 
the left leg, and after being given anaesthetic for the operation on 1st  
October, he did not come round again. He was buried in the hospital 
cemetery on the shore quite near Anzac, and marked with a wooden 
cross made by a comrade." 

 
 
Spencer was 23 years of age and had been married for just over a year.  His 
daughter, Olive, was born at the beginning of 1916 but sadly he never got to see her.   
 
Spencer’s daughter, Olive, died aged nine in 1925. 
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Spencer was buried 
in the Embarkation 
Pier Cemetery, 
Turkey.  
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Early in August 1915, the Embarkation Pier area was occupied by the headquarters 
of two divisions, and later by the 16th (British) Casualty Clearing Station. The pier 
was made for the purpose of evacuating wounded from the Battle of Sari Bair, but it 
came under heavy rifle and shell fire and was abandoned after just two days. Apart 
from five original burials, the cemetery is made up of burials brought in after the 
Armistice from the cemeteries known as Chailak Dere Nos 1 and 2, Mulberry Tree, 
and Apex, and from isolated graves. There are now 944 Commonwealth servicemen 
buried or commemorated in the cemetery. There are special memorials to 262 
casualties known or believed to be buried among them but 662 of the burials are 
unidentified. 
 
Spencer was awarded the 1915 Star and the Victory and British War Medals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


